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Summary

Based out of the Santa Monica, California, Christopher Szadkowski is a highly motivated and skilled senior Visual Designer and Art Director.  Christopher has a vast background in both visual design and web site development. With his background in Computer Science and Web Design and Multimedia, Christopher possesses a broad range of talents and abilities to undertake any design project. 

Christopher’s talents and skills have provided him with the opportunity to work with the authority of local business information, an industry leading automotive company and one of the world’s largest electronic manufacturers. He has also been able to infuse value and quality into all of his work for one of the leaders in telecommunication technology as well as variety of well-recognized food franchises and upscale restaurants. He continues to out perform and exceed expectations and is always well recognized for his phenomenal creative design talent, web site development expertise and his exceptional leadership qualities and knowledge.

Through his experience, Christopher has developed an extraordinary talent for art direction and has been able to continue to perfect his leadership skills. This has allowed him to become highly involved with the planning of projects, budget estimation and working directly with the client. 
Professional Work Experience

Sapient Corporation, Santa Monica, CA, May 2006 to present 

YELLOWPAGES.COM – Art Director

· Design lead for the redesign of YELLOWPAGES.COM

· Responsible for the creation of the new visual communication direction 

· Worked directly with the client to ensure their vision and direction is clearly communicated to the team, through the work and maintained throughout the project

· Provided strategic direction and expertise for the new web site architecture

· Refined the brand strategy and the visual communications language

· Developed the project plan and provided direction in the creation of the project budget and proposal

SonyStyle Redesign – Art Director

· Lead the process of the implementation of the redesign of SonyStyle.com

· Managed the track of team members and delegated projects and tasks to ensure the project was delivered on time and on budget

· Managed the development and direction of key multimedia components essential to the web site redesign

· Created additional design directions and content for the existing design strategy

· Developed visual style guide documentation for the site redesign

SonyStyle Showcase – Visual Designer / Art Director / Developer

· Designed promotional flash animation pieces for the Sony Style Web site

· Provided direction and strategy for a variety of flash product showcases

· Gave additional flash development support and direction
SonyStyle MyStyle  – Visual Designer / Track Lead

· Designed a promotional flash animation piece for the Sony Style Web site.

· Provided additional flash development support for Sony’s MyStyle web site

· Lead the development process of the site by managing the tracks of multiple flash developers and animators

Sprint – Visual Designer / Developer

· Designed and developed a variety of projects for the nations leading telecommunications company in both a supporting and lead design role

Venture Communications Inc., Web Developer, Ottawa, ON, Canada, 2004-2006
Designed and created ASP dynamic websites, flash applications and video

· Designed professional dynamic ASP driven Web sites

· Cross browser compatibility web sites for Windows, MAC and Linux OS’s

· Created a variety of stunning Flash elements for clients web sites

· Produced administrative control panel for user content editing purposes

· Collaborated with other teams members in local and external offices on projects

· Developed sites for Lipton, Sunlight, Toyota, FDJ, Cyota, Fielding Wines, Big Rock Breweries, Rubina Grill, and Teatro.

· Created pre-movie video trailers

Sun Business Solutions Inc., Graphic Designer, CTO, Ottawa, ON, Canada, 2003-2004
Designed graphics for clothing, print and other company merchandise

· Designed professional web pages 

· Director of all web technology services provided by company

· Edit any vector artwork requiring a change of size or color

· Redrew artwork that is not in the format of a vector file for print

· Designed logo’s where no artwork or logo was available
Free Mind Designs, Creative Director, Owner, Ottawa, ON, Canada 2001-2006
Freelance based company providing print and interactive design and development services

· Designed and developed brand strategies and identities

· Developed content management system for variety of organizations and businesses

· Developed flash based web sites and multimedia
Education

International Academy of Design and Technology, Ottawa, ON, Canada
Diploma with High Honors in Web Multimedia, Design and Development, 2004

Graduated with a perfect 4.0 GPA.

Algonquin College, Ottawa, ON, Canada
Computer Engineering Technology - Computer Science Program, 2001-2003

Skills

	Hardware
	All PC, all Apple

	Operating Systems
	Windows (All), Linux, Mac OS 8 - OS X

	Programming Languages and Scripting
	HTML, XHTML, DHTML, JavaScript, CSS, XML, VRML, Perl, CGI, PHP, ASP, ASP.NET, ActionScript, Lingo, C, C++, Motorola 68000 Assembly Language, Perl/TK, Visual Basic

	Database
	SQL, mySQL

	Applications
	Adobe Photoshop, Image Ready, Illustrator, After Effects. Premiere Pro, Acrobat, Macromedia Dreamweaver, Flash, Fireworks, Freehand, Director, Eovia Carrara Studio, Discreet 3D Studio MAX, AutoDesk Studio VIZ, Quark Xpress, Deneba Canvas. Avid DV. Final Cut Pro, Syntrillium Cool Edit Pro. Sonic Foundry, Soundforge, Corel Suite, Microsoft Office, Visual Studio, Visual C, Borland C++


Other

Awards

· Gold Addy – Sony: The Essence of Vaio, 2007

· Silver Addy – SonyStyle mystyle, 2007

· Bronze Addy – SonyStyle LocationFree, 2007

· Bronze Addy – SonyStyle Mylo, 2007

· American Design Award (www.prairiewinter.ca) - Silver, 2006

· Site of Day, E-Creative.net (www.prairiewinter.ca), 2006

· American Design Award (www.szadkowski.com) - Silver, 2004

· Site of Day, E-Creative.net (www.szadkowski.com), 2004 



